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Trade unton 
block vote 


‘THE trade union block vote at the 
Labour Party Conference is a very 
unsatisfactory instrument for the 
fulfilment of democratic aims. 


It has two great defects, but it is on the 
less important of these that the present 
publicity is focussed. This is the fact 
that the vote of the whole union mem- 
bership is cast on one side of an issuc to 
be decided. 


The votes representing the whole of the 
million and a quarter members of Mr. 
Frank Cousins’ union were thus all on 
one side in the armaments debate last 
week, whereas a large proportion of the 
members of Mr. Cousins’ union would 
be opposed to this policy. 

It should be observed, however, that this 
factor does not only apply in Labour 
Party Conferences and Trades Union 
Congresses. It also obtains in relation to 
the working of Britain’s Parliamentary 
system. 

We may take as an instance the case of 
Mr. Charles Curran, Conservative MP 
for Uxbridge, who has been wielding his 
pen with gusto over the proceedings at 
Scarborough. He was returmed by a vote 
of 22,360 out of a total vote of 48,076. 
His vote at Westminster is, of course, 
equally cast on one side only as was the 
vote of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union at Scarborough. 


MISREPRESENTED 


Those who voted against him at Uxbridge 
(and in his case they happen to be the 
majority) have thus to suffer a similar 
misrepresentation to that of the Trans- 
port Workers’ minority. 

We do not, of course, mean that on the 
armaments issue the majority in his con- 
stituency would be opposed to Mr. Cur- 
ran; but as his Labour opponent was Mr. 
Frank Beswick, it is highly probable that 
there is a substantial minority even on 
this issue whose Parliamentary represen- 
tative will be voting in the opposite 
sense to that which they would desire. 

In relation to Labour Party operations this 
is a very important defect and we do not 
wish in any way to minimise it. It could 
in fact be overcome, and in some cases 
actually has been. where a union is suffi- 
ciently scrupulous to divide the vote of 
its delegation in the same proportions as 
the estimated division in its membership. 

This course is very seldom pursued, how- 
ever, and where an issue is fiercely con- 
tended it is hardly to be expected that 
any union will adopt this course without 
some assurances that the other unions, 
where the balance of opinion lies on the 
other side, will also do so. 

Of the two main defects in the operation 
of the trade union: block vote. however, 
the one that has been discussed above is 
by far the less important. The more 
vital one lies in the fact that on by far 
the greater number of political issues that 
arise the votes of the trade union Icaders 
are cast without any consultation of their 
memberships at all. 

It is very seldom that a trade union con- 
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Gaitskell may fight, fight, but 
CND and their MPs mean to win 


Peace News Reporter 


JREHIND THE PRESS BARRAGE AGAINST LABOUR'S NEW 

UNILATERALIST POLICY ON DEFENCE, PLANS TO 
CONSOLIDATE THIS VICTORY FOR NUCLEAR DISARMA- 
MENT HAVE FAST BEEN TAKING SHAPE, 


In his Manchester constituency last 
Sunday, unilateralist MP Konni 
Zilliacus warned his Party leader that 
“he is starting a civil war in the 
Parliamentary Labour Party.” That 
would be “ the inevitable result of Mr. 
Gaitskell attempting to combine the 
Party leadership with rebellion against 
Party policy.” 


Mr. Zilliacus coupled his warning with 
a reference to the size of the forces which 
would muster against Mr. Gaitskell, and told 
him that “the price for opposing the Party 
policy is to resign from the National Exe- 
cutive and the Parliamentary Committee 


(the Shadow Cabinet). 


“Tt should not be forgotten that 60 
Labour MPs were among those who, as 
candidates, pledged themselves during the 
election campaign to the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament programme. Twenty 
or thirty more are known to agree with this 
view, although they have not signed any 
pledge.” 


Mr. Zilliacus, and a number of other 
unilateralist MPs, have also written to 
Peuce News this week. Their comments 
appear on page eight. 

A member of the Party's National Exe- 
cutive, Tom Driberg, hinted on Sunday in 
his column in Reynolds News that Mr. 


Gaitskell should accept the decision of the 
conference or resign. “If you conscien- 
tiously can’t accept a decision, and want to 
speak publicly against it, you must resign 
office in order to do so.” 


Protests have poured into Transport 
House against decisions made by the 
Party’s headquarters for the Eastern Region 
rally tomorrow (Saturday). Transport 
House had included two speakers opposed 
to the new official policy. 


Constituency Labour Parties in Cam- 
bridge City, Cambridgeshire, Hitchin, 
Southend, Huntingdon, Epping, Ely and 
Norfolk demanded that at least one speaker 
be replaced by someone known to support 
the new policy. They put forward the 
name of Konni Zilliacus, who had agreed 
to attend. It was believed that if the re- 
quest were not met Cambridge City Labour 
Party would refuse to be hosts to the rally. 


No rest 


The Chairman of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, Canon Collins, has 
written to all local group sccretaries telling 
them that 


“We cannot rest on our laurels. The 
victory at Scarborough has sharpened the 
hostility of the press and of all those 
opposed to our aims. We must work 
harder than ever to ensure that this vic- 


Foulness prisoners to speak 


By Ian Dixon 


R ESIDENTS of St. Pancras, scene of 

London’s recent rent riots, stared 
curiously last Saturday as assorted 
groups of people walked through the 
borough carrying under their arms 
posters announcing “ Foulness : Six 
Months Jail for H-Bomb Demon- 
strators!” and “Direct Action 
Against Nuclear War!” 


Vhe sixth march in support of the Foul- 
ness prisoners, jailed after non-violently 
obstructing the notorious H-research plant 
in Essex on May 2. broke up as it neared 
its close, in compliance with the threc- 


month ban on demonstrations in the 
borough. Reassembling at the offices of 
Peace News, just over the Islington 
boundary, marchers sent off telegrams of 
support to the prisoners at their respective 
jails. 

Date of the next and final march is 
Saturday, October 29. After their release 
on November I the Foulness prisoners and 
others will speak at a 7 p.m. public meet- 
ing in London on November 4 at Denison 


House Vauxhall Bridge Road. 


The address of the Foulness Prisoners’ 


Committee has been changed to 3! Man- 
ville Rd., London, S.W.17. 
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four Members of Parliament 
write to Peace News 
about the next steps to 
nuclear disarmament 


page eight 


SCARBOROUGH 


Christopher Farley reflects 

on Labour’s defence debate 

and suggests some immediate 
lessons for campaigners 


pages four and five 


tory is not reversed and is followed by 
more advances.” 


Canon Collins then outlined three imme- 
diate tasks before the Campaign : 


@ Ensure that the majority in the 
Labour movement is maintained and _ in- 
creased. A reversal of the decision would 
be a “major defeat” for the Campaign. 


@ Try to achieve the same support in 
other parties. 

@ Continue efforts to win mass support 
for unilateralism to meet the allegation that 
any party advocating this policy would be 
defeated at the polls. Above all, the Cam- 
paign must “ start right now on the task of 
making Aldermaston 1961 at least double 
the size it was in 1960.” 


The Campaign has arranged a London 
meeting in the Central Hall, Westminster, 
on Monday, October 31. 

On the Thursday of last week (Canon 
Collins and Earl (Bertrand) Russell, Presi- 
dent of CND, issued a joint statement on 
the recent press controversy over civil dis- 
obedience. 


In amity 


The two leaders said they would “con- 
tinue to work together in amity for nuclear 
disarmament” and they hoped that “in 
due course a joint statement will be issued 
by them concerning the subject of the 
recent press controversy.” 

They hoped that “all members of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, those 
who support civil disobedience and those 
who do not, will continue as during the 


last three years to work for the common 
end.” 
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MEETINGS 


‘“* INDEPENDENCE & INTERDEPENDENCE IN 
AFRICA TODAY.” Joseph Murumbi, Sunday. 
Oct. 16, 11 a.m. ‘The New Humanism & the 
Old Religions,’’ Reginald Sorenson, MP. Tues., 
Oct. 18, 7.15 p.m. Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq., 
London, W.C.1. 

MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10--40, very reasonable charges, re- 
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Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 


‘““ WHAT'S HAPPENING TO OUR FOOD?” 
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London Natural Health Society. 


PERSONAL 

A NEW APPROACH to conquer loneliness. The 
informal hospitality of the Marriage Club helps 
sensitive people to meet congenial partners. Write 
Mrs. Prue White, 14, Parliament Hill, London, 
N.W.3. SWI 4924 f 

ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. Motor insurance 
company insuring abstainers only, offers amazingly 
low rates. Up to 50 per cent N.C.B. Details from 
Temperance Brokers, MORRIS HUNTER (PN), 33, 
Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 


DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand. __ typing 
(tapes, etc.), translating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road, London, N.11. ENTerprise 3324. 

HAROLD STEELE—he tried to go to Christmas 
Island—is a Unitarian, and knows it. Are you a 
Unitarian without knowing it? Ask Unitarian In- 
formation, 6 Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 


IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your next pufchase: L336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.!. 


INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without 
vaccination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 


STRAND UNITARIAN CHURCH—A new 
Church based on racial and social brotherhood. 
Opening at Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand (oppo- 
site Law Courts), London, on Sunday next, Oct. 2, 
at 6.30 p.m. Addresses by Sir Adrian Boult (Presi- 
dent), Rev. Robert Tayler and Dr. Jeremy Goring, 
MA. You are cordially invited. 


WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


LITERATURE 

CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
and colonialism. 6 months 8s. 9d., 12 months 17s. 
Box 1979, Cape Town, South Africa 

FREE INTRODUCTION. Send us the names 
and addresses of friends likely to be interested in 
Peace News. They will receive complimentary copies 
and an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial] sub- 
scription for 2s. 6d. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE to be 
held at the Hague in 1963. Official document of 
the Proposal Is. 2d. from La Mondcivitana Respub- 
liko (PN), 13 Prince of Wales Terrace, London, 
ws 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
speoting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application te Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Euston Rd., 
London, N.W.!. 

SARVODAYA—monthly magazine of the Bhoo- 
dan Movement sin India may be obtained from 
Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 
N.1, at 12s. yearly, or Is. (post 2d.) each issue. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only and hest 
informed TU newspaper. Trade Union and political 
news. Railway problems and working conditions 
featured in every issue. Every Friday. 12 pages 4d. 


FOR SALE 


EXTENSION LADDERS for sale—side varnish, 
all ruags wired. Established 1892. Price list on 
application.—Roberta, 12 Clare Road, Cardiff. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently needed at 
Peace News office for Christmas card fund-raising 
work. Hours—Tues. and Thurs. 9.306 p.m. Mon., 
Wed., and Fri. 9.309 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
London, N.1 (TERminus 8248.) 

TYPIST/SECRETARY required Beckenham area, 
full or part-time, preferably with Labour/Pacifist 
views. Must be willing to do almost everything in 
a small office. Box 860. 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
YOUNG MAN, 21, Direct Actionist, seeks em- 
ployment after stay at HM Prison. GCE “A” 
evel, typing. driving licence: anywhere, anything. 
Legal considered, but biassed toward charitable, 
socialist work. Colin Smart. Box No. 86t. 


Searborough: A victory 
for Afro-Asians too?! 


HEN I look back on the Labour 


Party conference my first visual 
memory is a line of African faces, 
shining in the glare of the TV tights. 
looking down on the vast arena of 
delegates from the heights above the 
platform reserved for distinguished 
visitors. They came from the West, 
the East, Central Africa, and the 
South. 


There were other Africans, too—from 
Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, the Sudan. And 
there were many Asians—from India, 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, China, 
Japan, the United Arab Republic, Israel. 
They were not all among the officially in- 
vited visitors; but their presence was signi- 
ficant. They followed the debates with 
fascinated interest. 


I spoke to many of them after the deci- 
sion in favour of unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament. I was surprised by the unani- 
mity and enthusiasm with which they wel- 
comed the vote. They were intensely and 
intimately moved. They felt this was a 
victory for them in distant Asia and Africa, 
as well as for the Left in Britain. 


Why? First, because Africa and Asia 
are overwhelmingly shocked and horrified 
by the mass destruction of the human race 
for which Europe and America are pre- 
paring. 


CIVILISATION ? 


“We have learned a great deal from 
Europe, America, Russia,” one African 
visitor said. “ We've learned the principles 
of liberty and democracy from English 
political philosophers. We've been moved 
by the generosities of the American people. 
We've been inspired by the rise of Russia 
and its scientific achievements. All this 
gives us hope and inspiration for the new 
Africa. 


“But what can we say when we see the 
great nations devoting themselves to the 
making of instruments which would bring 
death to mankind? Is that’ civilisation ? 
If so, it is a civilisation we do not want in 
Africa. 


“We have been thrilled to find that a 
majority in the Labour Party feel as we 
do.” 


It would be too much to say that this 
African spoke for all Africans. He cer- 
tainly did not speak for all Asian Govern- 
ments. But meeting Africans, in Africa as 
well as in England, one is impressed by the 
extent and depth of this mind and feeling. 
And in Asia, despite some Governments 
which have succumbed to the arms rivalry 
of West and East, this is the reaction of 
millions of people. 


The second reason for the welcome given 
to Labour's decision is the implication that 
it involves the neutralism for which nearly 
all Africa and a great part of Asia stand. 


PEACEMAKER 


Not all those who spoke or voted for the 
banning of nuclear weapons and bases by 
Britain accepted the logic of their position, 
but Mr. Gaitskell was correct in stressing 
that it means a break with the Western 
alliance and the acceptance of independ- 
ence from both the Power blocs. 


One cannot say that Britain will have no 
NATO or American nuclear bases on its 
territory and remain a part of the Western 
Alliance. One cannot repudiate Britain’s 
use of nuclear weapons and accept nuclear 
defence from America. 

The inescapable logic of Labour's deci- 
sion is that Britain should fulfil in Europe 
the same role as India fills in Asia and the 
independent States fill in Africa—the role 
of neutrality, the role of acting as a peace- 
maker between the two Power blocs. 


The African and Asian visitors at Scar- 
borough to whom I spoke realised this and 
regarded the vote as an indication that 
Labour now wants Britain to join their 
countries in the growing alliance of neutral 
nations. 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


An astonishing statement was made by 
one of Labour’s Front Bench speakers, Mr. 
Denis Healey, in opposing the unilateralist 
resolutions. He said that the entire socialist 
movement of the world supports the Gait- 
skell policy. He probably had in mind the 
Socialist International, which has few 
affiliations outside Europe, a sad mental 
unawareness of Asia and Africa. Even so, 
the statement was strange. Sweden, with a 
Socialist Government, and Switzerland. 
with the support of the Socialist Opposi- 
tion, are neutral. 


In Asia and Africa, of course, all the 
democratic socialist forces are neutral : the 
Asian Socialist Conference, the Socialist 
Parties of India, Japan, Burma, Ceylon, 
Malaya, Indonesia, as well as the nation- 
alist movements in Africa, many of whom 
are Socialist in purpose or socialist-led. 


Whilst the Labour Party was meeting at 


delegations at the United Nations was 
making a proposal to bring the leaders of 
America and Russia together for urgent 
negotiation. The debate was confused and 
the issue finally was not clear cut, but it 
was significant to find the African States 
associated with the French Community 
voting not with France but with the general 
body of African States. Fifteen previous 
French colonies did so. This shows that 


already the newly independent countries 
from the French sphere of Africa are 
thinking and feeling primarily as Africans. 


One must add a tribute to the Labour 
Conference resolution and debate on 
Africa. The resolution welcomed Africa's 
emergence from “the era of colonialism,” 
urged that Britain’s vote at the United 
Nations should go against South Africa’s 
apartheid and maladministration of South- 
West Africa, called on the Government to 
grant full] democratic rights and self-deter- 
mination to all peoples still under British 
rule, especially in East and Central Africa, 
and pledged the Party to continue the fight 
“until the last vestiges of colonialism are 
removed.” 


LOYALTIES 


In this debate, too, the issue of NATO 
arose. Barbara Castle denounced Britain's 
“soft-peddling” on Algeria and Angola 
because France and Portugal are members 
of NATO and declared that loyalty to the 
United Nations must come before loyalty 
to any regional alliance. 

It is a relief at the end of this article to 
say that on colonial issues the leadership 
and the Party are united in championship 
of Africa’s claims. 

Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 

to author. 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN. Time, Place (nall, street); nature of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address). 


Friday, October 14 

BRISTOL: 7 p.m. 7 Keilaway Ave., Bristol 6. 
Stella Toogood from California. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. Friends International 
Centre, 32. Tavistock Square. Film Show. 
““Bhoodan Yatra; "' ‘‘ Far Cry: "* ‘‘ The World is 
Rich."" PYAG. 

WORCESTER: 7.45 p.m. The Guildhall, Wor- 
cester. Speakers: Stephen Swingler, MP, Nicholas 
Gillet. Chairman: Rev. B. J. Dickson. CND. 


Friday, Oct. 14, to Sunday, Oct. 16 
RUGELEY., Staffs. : Week-end 
“Catholic Action for Peace, Friday: 8.30 p.m. 
Introduction by the Very Rev. Henry St. John, 
OP. Progress Reports by Local Pax Gps. & 
Catholic NDC. Saturday: 10.15 a.m. The Ethics 
of Disarmament, Fr. Illtud Evans, OP: 2.30 p.m. 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
Frankau: 4.45 p.m. Lay Catholics in Community. 
George Ineson, Leader Taena Community; 8.15 p.m. 
Report from America, Robert Steed, Associate 
Editor, ‘‘ Catholic Worker,’ New York. Sunday 
11 a.m. Symposium *‘ Action for Peace.*’ Details 
from the Father Warden OP, Spode Ho., Hawkes- 
vard Priory, Rugeley, Staffs. 


Saturday, October 15 

CARDIFF: 3.30 p.m. March against H-bomb 
bases. Assemble 3.15 p.m. Ty-Glas Rd. (opp. 
ROF), Lianishen, Cardiff. Public Mtg. in the 
Temple of Peace at 6.30 p.m. Tudor Watkins, 
MP; Dick Beamish: Alfred Willetts. Chairman : 
Dr. Glyn Simon, the Bishop of Llandaff. Cardiff 
CND. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 4-7 p.m. Dick Sheppard Ho., 
6 Endsleigh St. Record Recital—Negro music. 
Joseph Mason. Universal Religion-Pacifist Fellow- 
ship. 

LINCOLN : March from Coleby Thor Rocket Site 
to Lincoln. Assemble Dunstan Airfield 11 a.m. 
Public mtg. 4.30 p.m. Co-op Hall, Newport Arch. 


CND. 
Monday. October 17 

CROYDON: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting Ho., Park 
Lane Vera_ Brittain. ‘An Adventure in Peace 
Making.”" WILPF. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 6.30 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. 
‘Capital Punishment and Prisons." Frank Daw- 
try. Refreshments 6 p.m. Central London PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. Alliance Hal! (nr. 
Caxton Hall), Victoria St. Film show introduced 
by Francis Jude. Westminster CND. 

LONDON, S.W.4: 7.30 p.m. 27 Clapham Pk. 
Rd., S.W.4. Discussion : *‘ Nuclear Disarmament 
and Peace.’ PPU. 


Wednesday, October 19 

COLCHESTER: 7.30 p.m. St. Martin's Centre. 
West Stockwell St. ‘‘ Christianity & Nuclear War.” 
The Rev. Prof. C. E. Raven. Chair: Vera Brittain. 
APF. 

LONDON, N.9: 8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, Lower Fore St. Douglas Clark, ‘ Pacifism 
& Income Tax *’ PPL. 

YEOVIL: 7.30 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
Vicarage St. T. Geo. Thomas, MP, Rev. J. Russell 
Pope, Rev. Michael Meech. MPF and FoR. 

Thursday, October 20 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.45 p.m. Friends Int. Centre. 
32 Tavistock Sq. Series on China. ‘‘ China and 
India." Kushwant Singh. Refreshments before and 
after meeting. Adm. Is. 

Friday, Octoher 21 

MAIDSTONE: §& p.m. McLanics Hall, Corn Ex- 

change. Brains Trust. ‘‘ Plan for Peace.’’ Eileen 


Fletcher, Jack: Lee, JP. Kenneth Graham, Stuart 
Morris, MA. Question Master: Otto L. Shaw. JP. 
Labour Party & PPU. 
Saturday. October 22 
ASHFORD, Kent. 3.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Albert Rd. S.E. Area Mtg. Stuart Morris, MA. 
‘Currant Affairs." Bring-and-Buy Stall, Tea. PPU. 


EASTLEIGH: 5 p.m. Open Air mtg. in Park. 
“* Civil Defence ? A fraud on the Public."" Austin 
Underwood, Olive Gibbs, Bill Stephenson. CND. 


EASTLEIGH: 7 p.m. Town Hall mtg. Percy 
Belcher and Michael Barclay. CND. 


SOUTHAMPTON : 1.45 p.m. Royal Pier. South- 
ampton_to Eastleigh march. Bring banners. De- 
tails: Ted Berrow, Windmill Hill, Alton, Hants. 
Alton 2121. CND. 

WALTHAMSTOW : 3.30 p.m. Wm. Morris Hall, 
Somers Rd. District Advisory Committee for Ob- 
jectors & Conscripts' Aggregate Meeting & Re- 
Union. Allen Skinner (PN). Chairman: Ted Red- 


head. 3 
Sunday, October 23 
LONDON. N.1. 3.30 p.m. 5 Caledonian Rd., 
King's Cross. Jeffrey Bond. ‘‘ Doom and Delight."' 
Universal Religion-Pacifist Fellowship. 


Monday, October 24 
SOUTHEND: 8 pm. 39 Parkside, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Youth Group Movement CND to plan winter pro- 
gramme. All young people welcome. CND. 


Wedaesday, October 26 
FARNHAM, Hants.: 8 p.m. Owen Hall, Union 
Rd. ‘* Economic Consequences of Nuclear Disarm- 
ament,”’ Ernie Roberts. CND. 
Thursday, October 27 
LONDON, W.C.1; 7.45 p.m. Friends Inter- 
national Centre, 32 Tavistack Sq. Series on China. 
‘“China and Japan." G. F. Hudson, MA. Re- 
freshments before and after meeting. Adm. Is. 
Saturday, October 29 
ALTON, Hants.; 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Church St. Jumble Sale. CND. 
LEICESTER : 7.45 p.m. 39 Dorchester Av. PPU. 
READING : 5.30 p.m. Small Town Hall. ‘‘ World 
Without War” Exhibition. Prof. J. D. Rernal. 
Reading Co-ordinating Committee for Disarmament. 
Thursday, November 3 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.45 p.m. Friends Int.‘ Centre, 
32 Tavistock Sq. Series on China. ‘* China and 
S.E. Asia. V. Purcell, CMG, Litt. D.  Refresh- 
ments hefore and after meeting. Adm. 1s. 


Friday, Noveniber 4 
LONDON, S.W.1:°7 p.m. Denison Ho., Vauxhall 
Bridge Rd. Foulness prisoners will speak, also 
Ethe! Mannin and others, Admission Is. Foulness 
Prisoners Committec. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, ta Sunday, Nov. 6 
STOCKPORT : p.m. Sat. to 4.30 p.m. Sun. 
CND Weekend School, Lyme Hall, Nr. Disley. 
Theme : *‘ Britain Without the Bomb.’’ Dr. John 
Rex & Mr. S. R. Broadbridge. Conference fee 
2s. 6d. per day. Full week-end £1 15s. Details: 
CND, 14 Tib Lane, Cross St., Manchester 2. 


Tuesday, November & 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: 7.30 p.m. Connaught 
Hall, Blackett St. Kenneth Kaunda, Joshua Nkomo. 
& Garfield Todd. Tyneside Africa Council. 
LONDON, W.C.1t: 7.15 p.m. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq. J. Allen Skinner, ‘' Unilateralism.” Open 
discussion. South Place Ethical Society. 


Satarday, Nevember12—Suaday. Nevember 13 

CRICH, Derbyshire: ‘‘ The Briars,"’ near Mat. 
lock. Autumn Conference : ‘‘ Non-Violence—the 
Modern Revolution." Guest Speaker Hilda yon 
Klenze. Details from Miss E. Cullingworth, a1 
Gaarendon Park Road, Leicester. 
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Every week £ 
SATURDAYS 
LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd., off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Helpers for two-hour shifts are 


needed. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, o¢ 
Organiser, FLA 7906. Porchester PPU. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq.. N.W.1.  Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195. Work for needy sections of the com- 
munity. IVS. 


THURSDAYS 
LONDON, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. (near Green Man), E.10 and E.11 Group PPU. 
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Neutralism in 
Canada 


“TN Canada today, it is no novelty 

to pick up the leading, most res- 
ponsible newspapers and in them read 
editorials which cast serious doubt on 
the wisdom of United States foreign 
and defence policies.” 

This is the observation of Mr. Frank 
Lowe, Associate Editor of the Canadian 
magazine, Weekend, in an article in the 
August 6 issue. 


About two and a half years ago, US. 
and Canadian air defence forces merged 
under the North American Air Defence 
Command (NORAD). As in Britain the 
aim of “ defence policies” is not to defend 
towns and population in Canada, but to 
protect the bases so that vengeing nuclear 
bombers will have time to get into the air 
to strike back at the aggressor. 


According to the Washington correspon- 
dent of The Vancouver Sun on August 19, 
the U.S. is growing increasingly uneasy over 
the Canadian External Affairs Minister’s 
advocacy of disarmament at the UN Dis- 
armament Commission. 

Neutralist sentiments are reflected by 


many letters critical of U.S. policy in the 
paper’s correspondence columns, 


HANDS ACROSS THE SEA 


TINHIS Appeal comes to 

you from Munster > 
where I am attending the 
annual meeting cf the 
Internationale der Kriegs- 
dienstgegner, one of the 
German Scctions of the 
War Resisters’ Inter- q 
national, and speaking at 
a public meeting on 
“Freedom in Democracy.” I hope also to 
be able to meet some members of the 
Verband der Kriegsdienstverweigerer, the 
other section of the WRI, 

There has always been a close link be- 
tween the Peace Pledge Union and the IDK 
since we were able to help re-form the 
pacifist movement in Germany after the 
war. In spite of all the difficulties it has 
had to face, including the reversal of the 
original attitude to Germany, the re-arma- 
ment of Western Germany and the re-intro- 
duction of conscription, the German move- 
ment has continued to grow in numbers 
and importance. It will be well represented 
at the WRI Triennial Conference in India, 
and the charter plane is stopping at Frank- 
furt to pick up members from Western 
Europe. 


All of which is another reminder that 
pacifism is not just a policy for Britain nor 
are we alone in our efforts to secure world 
peace. 


When a narrow or short view might sug- 
gest that we are not making any progress 
against the seemingly overwhelming flood 
of fear and mistrust, it is encouraging to 
look at a map and remember that if there 
are Amcrican bases dotted about and Soviet 
troops in satellite countries, there are also 
the bright spots of WRI bases and 
members. 


As we were reminded at the London-S.E. 
Area Conference “For while the tired 
waves vainly breaking Seem here no pain- 
ful inch to gain, Far back through creeks 
and inlets making, Comes silent flooding 
in the main.” And contributions to the 
PPU Headquarters Fund have been flood- 
ing in during the last few days, The total 
has gone up from £715 to £820, and we are 
VERY grateful to all who have given us 
this help and encouragement, 


Will the rest of you now please, as 2 
token of fellowship with all other pacifists 
wherever they may be and of confidence in 
our cause, send a gift to HQ Fund which 
I will acknowledge on my return ? 


STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


Our aim for the year £1,250. 
Towards which we have £8720. 
Why not another £100 this week ? 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “ Headquarters 
Fund,” to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Shep- 
pard House, Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


Te 


Here it is, Blue Steel-—the flying H-bomb—which represents what is 
left of Britain's deterrent now that Blue Streak has been thrown on 
the scrap heap. The missile. which is manufactured by A. V. Roe, 
is seen here being mounted to one of those £1 million-a-time British 
V-bombers. It works like this: the bomber releases the missile out- 
side the enemy defence zone and is returning to its base as the missile 


is directed automatically to the target. 


A Joint Services Training 


Unit at Woodford in Cheshire is at present training with the aircraft- 
weapon combination, which is just coming into service, The Minister 
of Defence hopes it won't be obsolete for another five years. 


New organisations within CND 


CHRISTIAN GROUP 


A CHRISTIAN Group of the Campaign 
= for Nuclear Disarmament has been 
formed with the general object of persuad- 
ing Christians that if “war is contrary to 
the will of God” and “is incompatible 
with the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ ” 
as the World Council of Churches has de- 
clared, then Christians can have nothing to 
do with the preparation and use of nuclear 
weapons, 


Sponsors of the Group include: Sir 
Richard Acland, Prof. Herbert Butterfield, 
Robert Davis, Chairman of the Friends 
Peace Committee, Dom Bede Griffiths, 
Father Huddleston, Miss Janet Lacey, CBE, 
the Bishop of Llandaff, the Rt. Rev. 
George F. MacLeod, Archbishop Roberts, 
the Rev. Michael Scott, Dr. Soper, the 
Bishop of Southwark, Father Stratmann, 
Dame Sybil Thorndike, Dr. Leslie Weather- 
head. The Chairman is Pamela Frankau 
and the Secretary Francis Jude, of 146 
Abbots Road, Abbots Langley, Herts. 


“It is hoped,” reports the CND Bulle- 
tin, “that the following activities will be 
undertaken by all Groups: 


1. ‘Form, as soon as possible, a small 
working party of supporters with the 
specific task of furthering the aims of 
the Campaign in all local churches and 
religious groups. 


nV 


. “Send a copy of the appropriate pam- 
phlet to every minister and priest in the 
areca and request an early opportunity 
for members of the Working Party to 
visit him and discuss the contents. 


3. “Seek opportunities of sending speakers 
to church fellowship, youth and other 
groups, 

4. “Endeavour to have the subject raised 
in the local Council of Churches, Free 
Church Council, etc. This can best be 
done through a sympathetic minister. In 
some areas such councils have sponsored 
public meetings. 

5. “ Ensure that the Christian aspects is re- 
presented in any correspondence in the 
local press arising from marches and 
other occasions. 


6. “Endeavour to get short articles and 
letters printed in local church maga- 
zines.” 


CATHOLICS JOIN PACIFIST SOCIETY 


Two Romen Catholics, the first to do so, 
have joined the New Zealand Christian 
Pacifist Society. 


TEACHERS’ COMMITTEE 


LANS for action and a newly-adopted 

constitution will be published soon by 
the Teachers’ Committce for Nuclear Dis- 
armament, reports Tony Weaver, This was 
decided at their annual general meeting last 
Saturday when a new committee was 
elected consisting of 18 Londoners and a 
slightly larger number of teachers drawn 
from all parts of Britain. 


The National Union of Teachers was 
strongly represented at the meeting which 
was composed of primary, secondary, tech- 
nical and university teachers. 

The meeting was addressed by Dr, James 
L, Henderson, of London University Insti- 
tute of Education. 

The Committee’s secretary is G. W. Col- 
hety, 41 Santos Rd., London, S.W.18. 


Ebbw Vale candidate 


NER. EMRYS P. ROBERTS from Car- 
& diff, the first General Secretary of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 
Wales, has been elected prospective Plaid 
Cymru (self government party) candidate 
for the Ebbw Vale by-election. 

Mr. Roberts, who is 28, was imprisoned 
for his stand against war and conscription 
in 1950. He is organising secretary of 
Piaid Cymru. 


Lord Simon of Wythenshawe 


Ford SIMON of Wythenshawe died on 

October 3 at the age of 80, In recent 
years he had been a champion of nuclear 
disarmament and was President of the 
North-West Region of the Campaign, 
where his generosity had greatly furthered 
its work, 

He had been a Liberal MP, Lord Mayor 
of Manchester, industrialist, Labour peer, 
Chairman of the BBC and of the council 
of Manchester University. 


Gn FV 

JT INDSAY ANDERSON talks tonight 
4 (Friday) on BBC TV, in the “Cinema 
Today” programme, about the Polish Film 
School. He talks to people working at 
this unusual academy—perhaps the only 
one of its kind in Europe—and introduces 
excerpts from recent films made by the 
students. These include “ When Angels 
Fall,” ‘Portrait of a Man,” “The Sun 
Also Shines for Us!” and “See You To- 


morrow.” 
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—— By Sybil Morrison 


as the first’ pre-requisite of the 

Labour Party's electoral survival will be 

to get the unilateralist decision reversed 
. . how many in addition to the uni- 

lateral disarmament group will feel them- 

selves bound by conference decisions. . . 
The Observer, October 9, 1960. 


MPHE words quoted above are, of 

course, taken from their context, 
but the context is unimportant; it is 
the words that are beginning to assume an 
importance and a meaning that is, quite 
literally, fictitious. 


“ Uniateralist,” for instance; and “ uni- 
lateral disarmament.” ‘“ Unilateral “~ means, 
in colloquial English, “ going it alone; in 
dictionary definition, ‘‘ one-sided.” The 
“unilateralism “ referred to at the Labour 
Party Conference, and in the press reports 
and comments about it, is now known to 
mean a demand that Britain should aban- 
don production of nuclear weapons, and 
presumably, though this is never said, 
destroy existing stocks. 


In the same way no one says what they 
mean in precise terms by “disarmament,” 
but to most people it means something to 
do with a reduction in armaments; it is a 
word that has been freely used ever since 
the birth of the League of Nations in 1919 
to describe conferences between nations 
that have been set up with no idea what- 
ever of discussing or agreeing upon any- 
thing other than reducing the armaments 
of the nations involved; it is a word that 
is used in the same way to-day both by 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 
not total disarmament. 


In fact, “disarmament” and “ total dis- 
armament” are two different things; the 
first might lead to the second, but it never 
has so far. No one connects it with paci- 
fism, or the pacifist conception of a world 
without arms; everyone, from Eisenhower 
and Macmillan to Khrushchev and 
Adenauer, use “ disarmament” to describe 
their idea of an agreement to stop the race 
in armaments and achieve a nicely balanced 
army, navy and air force for each nation 
concerned; the idea of having no armies, 
navies, or air forces is quite outside the 
thoughts of those who write or read the 
word “ disarmament ” in any of its contexts 
to-day, 


* 


Peace News itself, in its new sub-title, 
uses the two words that are on the lips of 
trade unionists and Labour Party Members 
of Parliament none of whom would dream 
of advocating total unilateral disarmament. 
Those three words, instead of the two 
words, may seem a mouthful, but they at 
least indicate in precise terms exactly what 
the pacifist interpretation of war rejection 
in politics means. 


Total, after all, cannot easily be mis- 
understood; it stands for “ everything,” for 
“all”; whereas “disarmament” without 
that “total “ in front of it, means any- 
thing from knocking off a few submarines, 
abolishing conscription, scrapping some 
tanks or cruisers, or giving up nuclear 
weapons, 


At all costs, in this muddled and con- 
fused use of words, pacifists should be sure 
that they make their policy absolutely clear 
by using enough words, even if it would be 
casier to use fewer, to ensure that there is 
no misunderstanding. It is not easy to find 
another word to take the place of “ uni- 
lateral,” which is not a pleasant word and 
is by no means understood by everyone 
who reads it or hears it; it is, however, 
unnecessary to add to the confusion by 
omitting the word “total,” which even to 
the most illiterate can be quite easily 
understood, 


In those peace organisations which advo- 
cate total disarmament by Britain alone it 
would be well if it were plainly understood 
that the objective is the complete abolition 
of all weapons. 


A Britain unarmed is the aim of all 
pacifists; to clear away confusions is part 
of the job of pacifists as they march 
towards that goal. 
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STRATEGY AFTER 


NOT since Dunkirk can the British 

press have turned such a significant 
defeat into such a_ fine-sounding 
victory. 

The plain fact is that the annual confer- 
ence of the Labour Party last week voted 
by clear majorities for unilateral nuclear 
disarmament--and this despite the desper- 
ate opposition of the Party’s leader and the 
overwhelming majority of Labour MPs, the 
Party’s previous disastrous record on the 
cold war, NATO, nuclear weapons and 
German rearmament, and the unanimous 
decision of the Socialist International. 

The British people, however, have been 
told by Fleet Street that it was a great 
victory for Mr. Gaitskell because he made 
a powerful conctuding speech and promised 
to fight for a reversal of the verdict. 


What did happen at Scarborough ? First, 
let's go back to the Wednesday of last week 
when nearly all the day was devoted to the 
debate on defence. 


On entering the hall at the opening Hugh 
Gaitskell received a standing ovation. It 
was touching. It was aiso symbolic. 
Throughout the weck delegates had shown 
a desperate desire for unity, for power, and 
for an end to all the fratricidal abuse. But 
they had also shown something else. 


@ There is no longer any question in 
the Labour movement that radically 
different—and contradictory—opinions on 
defence exist and must be fought out what- 


ever the cost. To have suggested this three 
or four years ago would have brought all 
the wrath of the unity boys down on your 
head. 


Gaitskell got his ovation, just as the con- 
demned man always gets a hearty break- 
fast. The Labour Party has its own special 
way of marking changes, and it is not felt 
inconsistent for the sharpening of knives to 
be accompanied by the shedding of tears. 
George Lansbury would have sympathised. 


The debate itself was good, though the 
standard should not be over-estimated. 
Some of the contributions on both sides 
were embarrassing, to put it mildly, But 
it must be quite frankly admitted that the 
multilateralists got the better of the day. 


More experience 


Of course they were backed by all the 
machinery of procedure—the two Executive 
speakers for the official policy had as long 
as they wanted. Sam Watson took 34 
minutes and Hugh Gaitskell closed in SO. 
The other speakers were only allowed time 
for a few sentences or a couple of points. 


But when all the excuses have been made 
there is no doubt that the multilateralists 
were generally more experienced, more con- 
vincing, and showed greater ability. There 
were obvious exceptions in men _ like 
Michael Foot, John Horner, Frank Cousins 
and [an Mikardo (all of whom have spoken 
better on previous occasions), but the 


By Christopher Farley 


NATO men were formidable. Besides the 
Exccutive’s speakers, George Brown—per- 
haps most impressive of all—-Denis Healey 
made general cases which were so sadly 
lacking from their opponents, 


® We need spokesmen with persuasion, 
conviction and real ability. We need poli- 
cics as well as slogans. We need a far 
clearer presentation of the general policy of 
neutralism which must inevitably accom- 
pany a resignation from Great-Power 
politics. 


Perhaps the best contribution here came 
two days earlier, in the debate on Africa. 
Barbara Castle pointed to the Party's 
silence on Algeria and Angola because of 
an unwillingness to embarrass _fellow- 
imperialists in NATO. Her suggestion that 
the Party put military alliances before 
African freedom was one of the most 
damning indictments of the implications of 
NATO strategy. 


Much has been written of Hugh Gait- 
skell’s closing speech on defence, Most of 
it was competent, even masterly, But 
towards the end he dropped two Eisen- 
hower-sized_ bricks, two of which were 
deeply resented by his audience, First he 
lumped together all his opponents as “ paci- 
fists, unilateralists and  fellow-travellers.” 
The next time you are told from this 
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South Africa and the Commonwealth 


PART from having excluded non- 
Whites from voting and including 
the Whites of South-West Africa, 
which as a mandated territory is not 
really part of the Union, last week's 
South African referendum is open 
to criticism on another point of 
fundamental importance. 


The pro-republican Afrikaners are also 
offending against a basic point of the 
institutions of the homeland of their 
ancestry by declaring the referendum 
won for republicanism on the strength 
of a simple majority. In Holland any 
constitutional change needs a two-thirds 
majority, as it does in most countries 
with a written constitution. 


The overriding point of interest for the 
future is whether South Africa will con- 
tinue to be a member of the British 
Commonwealth. Dr. Verwoerd’s reported 
intention is that this should be so. If he 
is serious about it, he will have to ask 
the permission of other members, as 
India, Pakistan and Ghana did when 
they became republics. 

All non-White members of the Common- 


wealth will dislike the prospect of such 
an association, and Ghana will hate it 


ferociously. As for the White members, 
they will be untrue to the professed 
claims and ideals of the Commonwealth 
if they aliow the membership of a nation 
to disgraceful in its treatment of non- 
Whites as the Union of South Africa. 


THE UN CHARTER 
AND CHINA 


R. NEHRU has once again proved 

himself not only the clearest 
thinker but also the most astute 
political practician among the 
world’s leaders. He did so last week 
both in his head-on encounter with 
heavy-fisted Australian Premier 
Menzies and in his timely with- 
drawal of the five-nation resolution 
for an early Eisenhower-Khrushchev 
meeting, after it had become evident 
that neither was ready to meet the 
other. 


He avoided the rejection of a resolution 
sponsored by himself, scored heavily over 
the Australian Premier in the actual de- 
bate, and secured sufficient support for 
the idea underlying his abandoned reso- 


Christmas Cards for peace 


* 


LAST week your P.N. brought our illustrated list of Christmas Cards, 
Books and Gifts now on sale to raise funds for the paper's many-sided 


work for-peace. 


* 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS are a profit sharing project. You can raise funds 
for other humanitarian and peace causes at the same time as you help 


P.N. Or you can concentrate on raising funds for the paper. 


* 


SEND RIGHT AWAY for a selection of samples and introduce them 


to everyone you know. 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS, international, inter-racial, nativity or merely festive 
convey through design and text the season’s message of peace and good- 


will to all men. 


* 
ENDSLEIGH CARDS (Peace News) 5 CALEDONIAN RD. LONDON, N.1. 


lution to make it reasonably certain that 
a summit meeting will take place in the 
early part of next year, not long after 
the installation of a new American 
President. 


Now that this particular General Assembly 
has passed its high-point, two issues can 
be recognised as the main battlefields be- 
tween East and West. The first is the 
question of changes in the Charter of the 
United Nations. The Russians want to 
extend the veto through the substitution 
of a three-member executive for the pre- 
sent Secretary-Generalship. They hope 
to secure support for this idea by the 
uncommitted countries through the con- 
dition that they would provide one of 
the three members, thercby gaining a 
veto for themselves. 


So far Mr. Khrushchev has not made much 
progress with his advocacy of this 
change. But it is not unlikely that his 
proposal may become more popular 
under the effects of the present need of 
a two-thirds majority in the General 
Assembly in favour of issues submitted 
to it after disagreement in the Security 
Council, as the neutrals fully realise how 
gteatiy this condition is apt to frustrate 
their wishes, and has already done in the 
Tecent past. 


x 


The obvious solution, of living up to the 
words of Article Two of the Charter 
(“the organisation is based on the prin- 
ciple of the sovereign equality of all its 
members”) by abolishing the veto of the 
privileged five in the Security Council, 
does not scem to attract the Russians any 
more than the West. 


The second point of strife is the admission 
of China, held up by a degree of Amcri- 
can obstinacy which verges on the in- 
comprehensible. They have secured 
another year’s postponement of the ques- 
tion, significantly cnough, with the 
smallest majority ever recorded in the 
ten years in which they have defied 
common sense and justice. 

In twelve months’ time they will either 
have to announce a change in their atti- 
tude or face the probability of defeat. It 
is not to Britain’s credit that its repré- 
sentative voted with the Americans to 
prevent the question being placed on the 
agenda. S 

ROY SHERWOOD 


quarter that your principles are respected, 
just remember the quality of that respect. 


Next he indicated that (because some of 
the great unions had at last stepped out of 
line with their block votes) the system of 
union conferences deciding their policy be- 
fore last-minute Executive statements were 
scraped together was “not a very wise one 
or a good one. Perhaps in a calmer 
moment this situation can be looked at.” 
Finally he talked of bringing back “ sanity, 
honesty and dignity “ to the movement. 


Perhaps the clearest comment on Gait- 
sxell’s mind was the way he frequently used 
the word “neutralist” as if it were even 
dirtier than “ Liberal.” It seems a long 


THE VOTING 
RECGRD 


OFFICIAL DEFENCE POLiCY 


For: 3,042,000 
Against : 3,339,000 
Majority Against : 297,000 
This official statement was ap- 


cutive Committee, the TUC General 
proved by the Party's National Exe- 
Council and the Parliamentary Party. 
It was based on continuing support 
for the military alliance. 


TRANSPORT WORKERS’ 
MOTION 

For: 3,282,000 

Against : 3,239,000 

Majority : 43,000 

This resolution called for “a com- 
plete rejection of any defence policy 
based on the threat of the use of 
strategic or tactical nuclear weapons.” 


ENGINEERS’ MOTION 

For: 3,303,000 
Againsi : 2,896,000 
Majority : 407,000 
This resolution demanded “ the 
unilateral renunciation of the test- 
ing, manufacturing, stockpiling and 
basing of all nuclear weapons in 
Great Britain.” 


WOODWORKERS’ MOTION 
For: 2,999,000 
Against : 3,331,000 
Majority Against : 332,000 
This resolution supported the | 

oicial defence statement and de- 

clared that Britains continued mem- 
ership of NATO was “ imperative.” 


time since John Foster Dulles ruled that 
neutralism was immoral, The dictum was 
buried with him and repudiated by all 
Washington's allies. 

@ Here was Gaitskell fighting to make 
Labour the sdisitval heirs of  Dutles, 
Nothing so reveals the remotencss cf the 
Party leader to reality. 

This is important, because the question 
of leadership and personalities ts intimately 
bound up with the future of the Party. 
But it is not everything, aS one would 
imagine from reading publications like the 
New Statesman. 

The fact is ihat the issue of the hydro- 
gen bomb has now been carried to its 
proper position --at the very centre of poli- 
tical debate. To hide this momentous 
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SCARBOROUGH 


IAN MIKARDO 


Four of the leading speakers for unilateral nuclear disarmament in Labour's defence debate last week. 


change under the personality wrangle is a 
great disservice. It must be said quite 
frankly that Kingsley Martin's New States- 
man has been a curious ally of the Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament. First we 
had the Crossman-Wigg line on weapons; 
then it was George Brown trying to paper 
over the cracks in the Party; now it is the 
submergence of policies under personalities, 


Yet this is a time when the Campaign 
needs every help it can get. What hap- 
pened at Scarborough is that the machinery 
of the Party was captured. It can equally 
be retaken, and to judge from the subse- 
quent statements of Gaitskell and his col- 
leagues, no effort will be spared to bring 
this about. 


More effective 


The need for more effective propaganda 
has already been mentioned. This confer- 
ence also indicated some of the areas to 
which it should be directed. The CND 
had always hoped that one place where it 
had made real progress was the Constitu- 
ency Labour Parties. It was often assumed 
that 95 per cent of these local Parties were 
convinced. Yet there appears to be no 
doubt that many of their delegates changed 
their votes on the very day of the debate. 
Several observers have estimated that as 
many as 75 per cent of the constituency 
delegates voted for the oficial policy state- 
ment. 


® This controversy has swept the 
country for over two years, yet here were 
unilateralists who could turn round after a 
few hours of debate. We have clearly 
faiied to convince people deeply enough of 
our casc—even in our supposed strong- 
holds, 


The great strength of the multilateralists 
throughout the debate last week was that 
they constantly—and = quite — properly— 
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MICHAEL FOOT 


pressed the unilateralists back on to the 
implications of their proposals, This is 
the greatest failing of the nuclear dis- 
armers; they are only weakening their case 
by their refusal to face its implications 
and consequently their inability to answer 
back, 


But they also even failed to take the 
challenge very far into the enemy camp. 
The implications of present military policies 
are stupendous, yet it was the block vote 
and not the verbal power of our assault 
that drove Gaitskell and the Bomb’s sup- 
porters back against the wall. 


The CND and the unilateralists will have 
to do much more work in the Constituency 
Parties and infinitely more in trade union 
branches if there is to be a consolidation 
of this decision in twelve months’ time or 
even less. 


Not only will the Right wing in the 
Unions and the Parliamentary Party be 
fighting an all-out battle, but the press will 
prepare the ground for them even better 
than this year. It is worth remembering 
the recent antics of Flect Street to see what 
this could mean. 


Quite apart from the great weight of the 
Tory papers, The Observer dug out a 


JOHN HORNER 


former Labour Secretary of State for War 
to ask (unemotionally, of course) ‘“ Should 
Britain Surrender?” This was followed 
two days later—on the eve of the debate— 
by the Daily Herald, which discovered at 
the last minute by its own survey with 
loaded questions that nearly everyone in 
the Party was in favour of nuclear 
weapons. 


More democratic 


But it is not only the rank-and-file cam- 
paigners who have got to act on their 
beliefs. The next few weeks must see the 
toughest battle ever fought in the House 
of Commons. The minority of unilater- 
alist MPs in the Parliamentary Labour 
Party will have to attempt to make 
Labour's voice in the Commons reflect the 
decision of its conference. 


If they go ahead and speak—and vote— 
for their policy, it could have two most 
important results. The first would be on 
the standing orders in the Party, which 
have traditionally been used to muzzle the 
Left, the pacifists and any other awkward 
dissident 


If the rebel majority dares to vote against 


FRANK COUSINS 
Photos : Labour Party 


resolutions tabled by the unilateralists, it 
could be the end of the standing orders, a 
great strengthening of democracy and a big 
step forward, not only for freedom of con- 
science, but for making the real issues and 
divisions clear. If Mr. Gaitskell’s men vote 
with the Tories on this supreme issue, we 
would be a lot nearer realistic politics. 


Attempts to emphasise the conference 
decision would also keep attention on the 
need to revise the trade union block vote 
system. The present arrangement, while 
giving the Left great satisfaction this year, 
is not representative and lends itself to the 
politics of mancuvre. 


@ ‘If Britain is ever to have a revolu- 
tionary defence policy, this will have to 
gain the active support and participation of 
the great majority of people, and not be 
based on paper victories which ignore the 
size of the opposition. 


For similar reasons a new policy would 
have to command the support of far more 
than the majority of the Labour movement 
which, after all, is only a minority of the 
adult nation, The importance of Scar- 
borough for British politics should not be 
underestimated. But it is still only a begin- 
ning . . . and time is fast running out. 


THIS IS YOUR WORLD 


Another would-be independent 


"WHE French Government's military pro- 

gramme Bill will be debated in the 
National Assembiy starting next Tuesday. 
A vote will be taken at the conclusion on 
Thursday. 


The Bill's essential feature is the crea- 
tion of a nuclear striking force. All the 
non-Gaullist parties are strongly opposed 
to the idea, though there seems little doubt 
that the Government will get its way. 


Versatile for [965 


WDRITAIN’'S most “advanced” military 

aircraft, the TSR-2. will go into 
squadron service with the RAF in 1965, the 
Minister of Defence announced last Friday. 


Mr. Watkinson said that he regarded this 
versatile, supersonic, tactical-strike-recon- 
naissance aircraft as a weapons system 
rather than an aircraft. It will carry 
nuclear weapons—and an electronic brain. 
Production is shared between Vickers- 
Armstrongs and the English Electric Com- 
pany. 


Whites tertured to death 


IGHT Europeans, including a woman, 

were found tortured to death in the 
Kabalo region of Northern Katanga last 
Sunday, military sources reported. 


A despatch in the News Chronicle from 
Elisabethville said that the men had been 
badly mutilated and the dead woman appar- 
ently raped, This is the area where violent 
battles were held last weekend after attacks 
by Baluba tribesmen on Katanga patrols. 


Over 3 million unemployed 


[J NEMPLOYMENT in the United States 
fell last month to 3,388,000, This was 
a drop of 400,000. Now 5.7 per cent of 
the total working force are unemployed. 
The Department of Labour's reporting 
system also showed a reduction of 515,000 
in the number of people employed, which 
is now 67,767,000. 


* 


British Army publicity wrongly announced 
recently that a Mansfield (Notts) soldier 
was enjoying Service life so much that 
he had signed on for 22 years. When 
this news reached the soldier he com- 
mented: “I hate the Army as an insti- 
tution.” 

New nuclear bombing techniques for low- 
flying planes were demonstrated this week 
at a US Air Force competition over the 
Nevada Desert near Las Vegas. The 
techniques are aimed to help aircraft 
escape the nuclear blast. 

The Federation of Nigeria last Friday be- 
came the ninety-ninth member of the 
United Nations. 


The Prime Minister of Iraq, General 
Kassem, has been petitioned by 83 jour- 
nalists to increase press freedom. Earlier 
this month a Right-wing, a Communist 
and a nationalist newspaper were all 
closed by court martial order, 

Sachsenhausen concentration camp is to be 
turned by the East German Government 
into a memorial to “ anti-Fascist resist- 
ance fighters.of the world.” 
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TEACHING THE 
DIFFICULT CHILD 


Throw Away Thy Rod, by W. David Wills. Gollancz. 159 pp. 18s. 


FYER more than thirty years in 

the work David Wills writes his 
third book about the residential treat- 
ment of maladjusted children, this 
time including girls and including 
strong arguments—unheeded by the 
Ministry of Education—in favour of 
co-education. 


In these years Wills has perfected his art 
both as a writer and as a practitioner. He 
is lucid, witty and dexterous. 


“The fact is that people have for- 
gotten what respect means—if they ever 
knew; and I think the time has come for 
a re-cognition of its real meaning... . 
One does not need to be a profound 
etymologist to realise that to look again 
is to respect. A person we respect is one 
at whom we are willing to look again.” 


For anyone who wants to understand the 
causes and symptoms of maladjustment and 
to get an insight into how to deal with un- 
fortunate children and parents so afflicted, 
this is a first rate introduction—lively, 
humorous and packed with real-life illus- 
trations, It is incongruously but highly re- 
commended both by A. S. Neill and by 
Basil Henriques, representatives of the 
divergent schools of thought Wills is at 
pains to distinguish. 


Like a craftsman, he has created a deli- 
cate instrument for performing an exceed- 
ingly difficult job. Such fine instruments 
are hand made. Attempts to mass produce 
them are evident in Approved Schools and 
most Local Authority Homes whose 
methods are “ traditional and disciplinary.” 
Wills has endured longer than anybody 
else on the staff the effort that is demanded 
of one who continues to create. Boden- 
ham, near Hereford, is his achievement. 


In passing, he mentions Pestalozzi. 


“You may remember he lived in the 
most primitive circumstances with the 
children in his care. He had an in- 
adequate staff (numerically) and little 
money. He shared their life in every 

~ particular, and very little of his life could 
have been hidden from them. They saw 
him literally with his trousers down, and 
I fancy they had a great deal of genuine 
respect for him.” 


Being on the child’s side, in Homer 
Lane’s sense, is several times referred to. 
That the two psychiatrists mentioned, Dr. 
Marjorie Franklin and Dr, Winnicot, are 
Freudians perhaps gives a clue to Wills’ 
training. And he is first and foremost a 
Quaker. But one wishes that he had given 
a more explicit account of the derivation 
of his philosophy for it is this that is at 
stake not only in his tussles with the Min- 
istry of Education, but in the over-central- 
ised world of today. 


x 


There are implications that go far 
beyond the tiny sphere in which Wills 
continues to work so effectively and so 
humbly. For here is an example of non- 
violence in education. The very title THROW 
Away Tuy Rob indicates the first step, 
though in itself a preliminary one. Some 
other basis for discipline must be found. 

Wills will be remembered, if for nothing 
else, for his demonstration of responsibility 
shared between children and adults. In this 
book he even gives some word of advice 
(p. 89) : 

“Don’t throw it at them--they won't 
know what to do with it. Let it grow. 
Stand up in the dining room or class- 
room one day and propound a practical 
probiem that has cropped up and for 
which a solution is needed, then encourage 
them to discuss it until they produce a 
solution, however bad. When a solution 
has been reached to which the majority 
agree, conclude the business by saying 
‘We (or, if you prefer it, You) have 
agreed that this or that shall be done in 
this way or the other.’ 


“In due course there will be a breach 
of the decision. Wait until one of the 
children notices this and see that he says 
so in public. Then ask what is to be 
done about it. Make a practice of get- 
ting a communal decision on everything 
that you propose should be within the 
ambit of the meeting’s authority, and by 
degrees a regular meeting will come into 
existence. It doesn’t matter how it 
grows so long as it does grow, and if you 
want it to grow, grow it will. 


“Avoid any preconceived ideas of 
what form you want the machinery to 
take. Your ideas are probably much 
better than theirs, but theirs will be more 
teal to them and they will learn much 
more by scrapping machinery that 
doesn't work than they ever will by 
adopting your superior ready-made 
system.” 

This principle of autonomy implies trust 
and belief in the powers of the individual. 
There are, for example, many pathological 
conditions which, given a warm, restful, 
non-provocative environment can be self- 
healing. Many forms of maladjustment are 
of this kind and the children will heal 
themselves if only people will stop “doing 
things ” to them (p. 18). 


The vitality of the independent as 
opposed to the Local Authority Home or 
Approved School is partly explicable by 
the former’s shortened chain of responsi- 
bility. And the solution to the problem of 
frequent staff changes (their length of life 
at Bodenham is less than that of the chil- 
dren) may very well be found through the 
genuine extension of their responsibility. 

“Although we use familiar modes of 
speech with one another, and discuss all 
aspects of the work together,” says Wills, 

“T never allow anyone to imagine that I 

pretend to be anything but the respon- 

sible head.” 


If he did, I submit that the staff would 
stay longer, for they would be more nearly 
partners in the creation of their enterprise. 


* 


In his section on the classroom he ad- 
mirably describes some of the qualities 
needed, and fears so often found among 
teachers. 


“The kind of thing I have in mind 
involves a real affective relationship be- 
tween the teacher and each child in his 
class. I mean liking—indeed loving— 
each individual child for himself alone 
and letting him know it. How many 
spinster teachers have become sour and 
withered for no other reason than that 
they were afraid to do just that?” 


Despite these and many other words of 
wisdom, Wills talks conventionally about 
the relatively dull round of the classroom 
where one does “sums” and_ similar 
things (p. 130), while at the same time 
describing the enormous benefits to be 
derived from active pursuits like garden- 
ing, woodwork and clay-modelling (p. 142), 
and, in another book, the therapeutic con- 
sequences of oil-painting. 


Why are these activities not counted as 
school? And why no place for drama, 
from which the study of literature and his- 
tory may follow, and of dancing in which 
some children find their most valid form of 
expression ? 


In one respect the book is unsatisfactory 
because it is not precisely about Boden- 
ham. We are given haphazard physical 
details, no systematic case histories nor 
follow-ups, and no index. And on the 
other hand as the events described pre- 
sumably concern one place only it is a 
kind of repetition of the BARNS EXPERIMENT. 
Is it too much to hope that having now 
hinted at sociological and psychological 
causes and having for many years led a 
treatment team, David Wills will turn to 
enlightening and training others to forge 
instruments as delicate as his ? 


ANTHONY WEAVER. 


The demonstrations at the Swaffham (Norfolk) missile base indicate the value 
of discriminatory civil disobedience. 


This article, which is by a research 
officer in the field of education who is 
a Quaker, is the first of two in which 
writers give a personal view of civil 
disobedience, The next article will be 
by April Carter. 


HE bona fide supporters of cam- 

paigns for world peace without 
world domination on the “ Pax 
Romana” pattern have one attitude in 
common whatever their political views 
may be. They do not believe that 
peace without tension can be achieved 
until the element of mistrust is re- 
moved from all political negotiations, 
especially those on an individual scale. 


The present thermostatically-controlled 
war (in which Mr. K. seems to hold the 
switch) will maintain peace with tension for 
an unknown time to come. 


This makes it particularly pointless to 
base a campaign which has perfectly sound 
moral and ethical support on arguments 
about the likelihood of accidental war 
under the present circumstances, although 
these arguments may serve us well in per- 
suading people to begin to do their own 
thinking about the problems of peace and 
war. 


It is similarly pointless for a campaign 
to set out to demonstrate the short-sighted- 
ness of policies based on mistrust and then 
to adopt any tactics which can be taken to 
show that its members are themselves un- 
willing to trust others unconditionally. 


O 


Without being hypocrites we cannot call 
for unilateral nuclear disarmament, a policy 
in which the essential ingredient is the 
belief that trust is reciprocated, and at the 
same time engage in activities which require 
secrecy or even conspiracy for their pro- 
motion. 


The only way to make it quite clear that 
peace campaigns are directed only against 
violence and not against law and order is 
to show that we trust society's arrange- 
ments for law gnd order in all aspects 
excepting only those where we believe the 
law is moraliy wrong. 

Three types of protest against violence 
can be distinguished from one another, 
namely, protest within the Jaw, protests 
contravening particular laws, and protests 
which attack the structure of law and order 
gencrally. 


The Aldermaston marches have been 
valuable protests of the first kind and ithe 
demonstrations at Swaffham and_ other 
places have given an indication of the 


value of discriminatory civil disobedience. 
If the time ever comes when protest within 
the law is bound to fail, the arguments for 
a massive disobedience campaign would be 
far stronger than they are today. 


Civil disobedience has been called the 
most sacred political instrument; it is sacred 
because of its power to draw society 
together and therefore it must never be 
used disruptively against society. The aim 
of a truly non-violent civil disobedience 
campaign should be to draw society, of its 
own free will, towards the attitudes of the 
campaigners. 


To those who take this view of the use 
of civil disobedience, the recent discovery 
of confidential plans to launch a civil dis- 
obedience campaign has been particularly 
disturbing, especially as it is by no means 
clear whether the protests were to be made 
openly or whether surprise demonstrations 
were to be used. 


Oo 


The only case in which civil disobedience 
can be conscientiously used as a protest 
against law and order itself is when the 
Government is not acting by consent of the 
people, as was the case in India and 
appears to be the case in South and South 
West Africa today. It is a situation which 
is most unlikely to arise in Britain, 
and therefore civil disobedience must only 
be used here with the utmost discretion if 
and when the time comes that it should be 
used at all. 


In order to do this it must always be 
perfectly clear to the authorities: 


i. Which laws are to be disobeyed in a 
civil disobedience campaign and why they 
are being disobeyed. 

2. What arrangements are made for the 
protest. 

If these conditions are not fulfilled and 
a cloak and dagger version of direct action 
is resorted to we should be neither sur- 
prised nor hurt when campaigns for non- 
violence are inevitably assumed to be just 
one more activity of political extremists 
(with whose views we may or may not 
sympathise) working within the existing 
framework of mistrust which we are trying 
to break down, 


It is only if all activities are carried out 
openly that a campaign on a moral issue 
can avoid being “taken over” by those 
whose principal aim is to further the in- 
terests of particular groups. 


At times such as the present when cam- 
paigners for peace are asking ‘“ What 
next?” it is therefore essential that those 
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My meeting with 
Vinoba 


Arlo Tatum, Secretary of the War Resisters’ International, is travelling in India. 
Since writing this report of his meeting with Vinoba, Arlo Tatum has gone up 
into the hill country of Assam with 100 members of the Gandhian Peace Army 
(Shanti Sevaks) to rehabilitate a village where 165 homes and business places were 


burned down in recent mob violence. 


Latest reports are that Vinoba too is 


heading for the area at the request of Mr. Nehru. 


JK ASTURBAGRAM, five miles from 

Indore, is the namesake of 
Gandhi's wife and serves primarily as 
an ashram and training centre for 
women. Vinoba Bhave was staying 
there in the final days before he set 
out once again on his pilgrimage from 
village to village. He has been walk- 
ing now for over nine years. 


Upon my arrival there on August 30 I 
found that Vinoba and his party, including 
my friend Donald Groom, were at a 
nearby village but would return. Although 
the Kasturbagram staff could not quite 
catch my name, or that of my organisation, 
I was given a place for my belongings, fed, 
and then accompanied on the four-mile 
walk to the village. 


Perhaps at this point I should make it 
clear that I am not particularly a lover of 
saints. For obvious reasons I understand 
sinners much better; I am a pacifist because 
I love sinners and have faith in our ability 
to utilise the good in us. Non-violence re- 
sides in the average human breast just as 
much as violence does, if not more, and I 
shall always maintain that there is no need 
to “change human nature” to make paci- 
fist policies work. 


The point I intended to make, however, 
was this: While I treasured Vinoba’s in- 
vitation to visit him, I was not at all cer- 
tain the interlude would be pure delight. 


suggestions to scholars 


WAZHEN we reached the village in 

question Vinoba was in session 

with seven research scholars and Dr. Om 

Prakash Gupta of the Gandhi Peace 

Foundation. I joined them to learn 
Vinoba’s suggestions to the scholars: 


1. Four hours’ manual work per day: 

2. Spend only half the time in Delhi, the 
other in a place like Sevagram (centre of 
the Sarvodaya Movement); 

3. Use own languages for research, not 
English; 

4. Use the library as little as possible; 

5. Pool incomes and live as a community. 


Vinoba rejected what seemed to me a 
rather pointed invitation to congratulate the 
scholars on having given up much larger 
incomes in order to undertake research into 
non-violence. 


smiles without werds 


WV HEN this meeting concluded 

* Donald Groom went forward to 

introduce me to Vinoba, who is a bit deaf 
in his left ear. 


“Baba,” boomed Donald, “here is Arlo 
Tatum, General Secretary of the War Re- 
sisters’ International.” Never had the 
rather unfortunate name of my good organi- 
sation sounded more aggressively coercive, 
not to say violent. 


Vinoba turned quickly towards us, and 
we greeted each other Indian style. I gave 
him my lop-sided smile in exchange for his 
toothless one, each divided by prayerful 
hands which concealed our noses. After 
he had turned away I realised that neither 
of us had said anything, and felt a bit 
embarrassed. 


With Donald I attended the regular 5 
p.m. prayer meeting, which consists of a 
talk by Vinoba followed by five minutes’ 
silence. We then returned to Kasturbagram, 
where I sang in the evening social. Some 


“I renounce war and J will never 
support or sanction another” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 


6 Endsleigh Street Lendon, W.C.1 


of the children held their ears, and later 
asked if I didn’t know any Hindi songs. I 
hadn't expected to feel inadequate until 
time for my talks with Vinoba. 


neclear disarm ament 


LTHOUGH I participated in 
various functions the next day, 
and made my second unsuccessful attempt 
to register with the police as required by 
law (success came on the fourth attempt), 


only the prayer meeting was of particular 
interest. 


a 


On a hillside across from Kasturbagram, 
Vinoba delivered by far the most spirited 
of all his addresses when I was with him. 
Several persons present thought my _pres- 
ence stimulated the discourse, which was 
what could only be called a denunciation 
of all organisations formed for the sole 
purpose of achieving nuclear disarmament. 


On previous occasions Vinoba had re- 
ferred to fear of death as one of the most 
corrupting of fears. Now he accused the 
campaigns for nuclear disarmament of 
stimulating this fear. Whether the human 
race was exterminated was in God’s hands, 
not ours. He, Vinoba, was concerned about 
men using guns and sticks and stones, but 
nuclear disarmers could not even agree to 
oppose the so-called conventional weapons 
of war. Declared Vinoba: We have no 
need for such organisations ! 


During the five minutes of silence I 
meditated on Peace News, the Peace Pledge 
Union, and the Direct Action Committee 
Against Nuclear War. About the WRI J 
meditate far too much anyway. 


cewards and vielence 


T noon the following day came 

the time for my half-hour talk 
with Vinoba. In accordance with custom 
I had submitted three questions to Vinoba 
in advance. The first was: Gandhi on 
several occasions indicated his preference 
for violence over cowardice. Does this not 
mistakenly imply that cowards do not use 
violence? (I had been sharply criticised 
by my friend G. Ramachandran for my 
Editor's Page on this subject in a recent 
War Resister, and wanted what might be 
called a Supreme Court Ruling.) 


Vinoba at once agreed that cowards were 
“very violent fellows.” When they ran 
away the violence was mental: when they 
resoried to physical violence they were 
apt to be “the most violent” of all. 


My preparation to argue, heatedly if 
need be. was wasted. Caught off balance, 
I neglected my other points, including a 
strong objection to the term “coward” 


Civil disobedience 
@ FROM PAGE SIX 


whose ideal is a non-violent world should 
ensure that all campaigns are open with 
nothing to hide. 


We are not trying to outwit people hold- 
ing more conventional views than our own 
nor do we want to invite them to put up 
their defences against us. We want to start 
them thinking within a new and unfamiliar 
framework in which competition, and the 
consequent importance of political strength 
and military sanctions, no longer take pride 
of place. 


Those who believe that co-operation is 
better than conflict cannot trick others into 
agreeing with them for long; they must 
think in terms of helping others to come to 
their point of view. 
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Vinoba Bhave at one of his many village meetings. 


itself, which makes it difficult to understand 
the person dominated by fear, and to help 
him. 


conscription 


MY next question was designed to 

~- end speculation over whether 
Vinoba was a “ pacifist” in the Western 
sense of the word. I am among those often 
disappointed at the meagre opposition from 
Gandhians to the growing militarism in 
India. The question: Under what circum- 
stances, if any, do you approve or advo- 
cate an individual’s participatoin in the 
compulsory military training or the armed 
forces of his government ? 


Vinoba replied that when a person wants 
the protection of the military his govern- 
ment has by long-standing tradition the 
right to conscript, and they must be pre- 
pared to serve. Those prepared to be 
responsible for their own defence, on the 
other hand, had no such obligation. 
Vinoba saw as a part of our work efforts 
to win more persons to the conscientious 
objector position. 


I sought to convince Vinoba that con- 
scription’s immorality lay partly in the age 
of those conscripted: youngsters who could 
not reasonably be expected to have thought 
through all the issues involved. Vinoba 
did not protest at or endorse this line of 
reasoning. 

While Vinoba and, I think, Gandhians in 
general accept the use of violence by the 
majority with a kind of resignation, 
Western pacifists accept it with a kind of 
indignation. But all of us, of necessity, in 
some way accept that the majority will use 
violence at least “ for today.” 


I am of the opinion, in any case, that 
Vinoba Bhave is a pacifist, even though 
many Gandhians are not. (i very much 
hope I have conveyed my meaning here, 
without implying that Westerners are agreed 
on a definition of pacifism. I am intention- 
ally using it in the narrow sense of one 
who does or would refuse military service 
and training, and encourages others to do 
likewise.) 


moving headquarters 


[F you think my first two ques- 

tions left a good deal to be de- 

sired, you will probably consider my third 

one to be trivial. But the WRI Tenth Tri- 

ennial Conference at the Gandhigram this 

December may be only an exciting outing 

for European pacifists, or it may mark a 

turning-point in the history of international 
pacifism. 


My question: At its December Confer- 
ence the WRI will discuss the possibility of 
moving its headquarters to India (leaving a 
branch office in Europe). This move is 
contemplated in order to facilitate our work 
in Communist countries at reduced risk to 
our contacts, and to further the work in 
other countries where we now have no 
organisations. It assumes that it would be 
good to increase the influence of Gandhians 
on pacifists and vice versa, What are your 
views ? 


Immediately Vinoba said, “This is a 
good idea.” He thought the reasons were 
sound, the time was ripe, and the place for 
the new headquarters should be the new 
International Sarvodaya Centre at Banga- 
lore. 


Before the half hour ended we had dis- 
cussed the Indo-Chinese border dispute. 
(This should not be treated as an inter- 
national problem in the cold war contest, 
but as the first physical coming-together of 
two neighbours formerly separated by 
mountains.) God’s Will in relation to 
nuclear destruction (this feeling is not quite 
explainable); and the possibility of my see- 
ing him again. He promised a message for 
our conference, 


I found that I liked this lonely man who 
never has a moment to himself. When we 
spoke again the next morning, during the 
nine mile walk to the next village, the feel- 
ing that we had much in common was rein- 
forced. 


It’s encouraging. Maybe I could, in 
time, learn to love saints as well as sinners. 
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To hang 
next week 


XECUTION dates have been fixed for 

two young men found guilty of murder 
during the course of robbery in a Houns- 
low backstreet recently. 

The condemned men, Norman Harris 
(23), driver, of Wellington Road, Houns- 
Jow, and Francis Forsyth (18), road worker 
of Clare Road, Hounslow, are due to be 
executed on Tuesday, October 18, at 9 a.m. 

The prisoners are at the moment in 
Pentonville and Wandsworth prisons re- 
spectively. 

Both men have lodged appeals against 
the sentences. 


On BBC TV 


HE whole of “ Panorama on BBC TV 

next Monday (October 17) is given up 
to the ‘“ successful ” development of Polaris, 
America’s hydrogen-headed rocket which 
uses an atomic-powered submarine as its 
launching pad, 


Edward R, Murrow tells the life story of 
the missile, and shows how a new kind of 
H-bomb rocket has been created, Some of 
the profound strategic and political impli- 
cations are discussed by the three US naval 
chiefs most directly concerned, 


x 


IHE Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Pro- 
tection Society is interviewed in “ Wed- 
nesday Magazine” next week in BBC TV. 
Strong evidence that slavery exists in several 
parts of the world comes to light. 


* 


Bsc TV is also showing new plays each 
Sunday night for the next four months. 
John Osborne's ‘“ A Subject of Scandal and 
Concern ” will be shown on November 6. 
This Sunday’s (October 16) will be “ Pay 
Day” by Roderick Barry, a young writer 
who broke his back in a fall of roof at the 
coal face while coalmining as a CO, Last 
Sunday’s play was ‘ The Ruffians,” a study 
in violence by Alun Owen, 


Unilateralist MPs outline next steps 


WE SHALL VOTE 
OFFICIAL 


What are the next steps towards unilateral nuclear disarmament ? 

After the Labour Party Conference had voted for this policy last 

week, Peace News asked a number of well-known unilateralist 

MPs what moves they would like to see taken in the Parlia- 

mentary Party and in the House of Commons, and what action 

they themselves contemplated taking. The following are the first 
of the replies. 


KONNI ZILLIACUS, MP 


[7 is now the Labour Party’s official 
policy to reject the nuclear deter- 

rent strategy, renounce nuclear 

weapons, and remove US bases. 


Moreover, the Party has reaffirmed 
Labour’s conception of democracy, which 
is that the Parliamentary Party must pursue 
a policy consistent with the decisions on 
great issues of principle of the Labour 
Party Conference. That means that ordi- 
nary people by joining the Labour Party 
can have a share in shaping decisions 
which may determine whether we and our 
children live or die. 


The first thing to do, therefore, is for all 
who want to fight for this policy to join or 
at least support the Labour Party. This 
means learning to think politicaily and to 
be concerned about social and economic 
issues as well as foreign affairs and de- 
fence, to do a lot of donkey work, put up 
with many petty vexations, much time- 
wasting triviality and foolishness, to listen 
and learn—in short, to become an active 
worker in and part of a great and very 
human movement. 


The second thing to do is to relate Con- 
ference decisions on defence to Labour’s 
foreign policy and both to the UN Charter. 
This means showing why independent 
action to end our unilateral dependence on 
US A-bombs means taking our stand on 
the Charter in relation to the USA and the 
USSR, and how from this position we can 
give an effective lead for peace and dis- 
armament. (I tried to do that in the CND 
pamphlet, Anatomy of a Sacred Cow.) 


The third is to make our policy “ under- 
standed of the people” through a cam- 
paign of leaflets, pamphlets, discussion 
groups, one-day schools, debates, meetings, 
etc, 


Fourthly, Constituency Parties should 
publicly support the new policy, by votes 
of confidence in MPs who take this line 
and resolutions to the National Executive 
Committee. They should also insist on the 


TRADE UNION BLOCK VOTE 


m FROM PAGE ONE 


ference can devote time to the discussion 
of political issues other than those which 
directly concern the industry with which 
the members are concerned. In most 
cases, therefore, their representatives at 
the Labour Party Conference are com- 
pletely unmandated. In a high propor- 
tion of cases they are not even instructed 
by the union executives. 


They vote according to their own decisions, 
generally along the lines that the leader- 
ship would have them vote. These cir- 
cumstances provide admirably suitable 
conditions for a caucus-ridden party. 


It has been pointed out that we only find 
a fuss being made about the operations 
of the block vote when it has operated 
against the leadership. 


It was the block vote that endorsed the 
desire of the Parliamentary leadership to 
support German rearmament. We did 
not then get an outcry as at present 
against its evils; and there was in fact 
in regard to that vote very .much less 
consuitation of the wishes of the mem- 
bers than there has been on the question 


of the H-bomb and unilateral disarma- 
ment. 


For this realiy important defect in the 
operation of the block vote has not ob- 
tained in regard to the H-bomb issue. 
On this question there has been a great 
deal more consultation of the members 
than has taken place on any other issue. 


With the development of the Aldermaston 
marches this question has been again and 
again before the union conferences and 
the representatives of the branches have 
been able to make their pronouncements 
upon it. In the case of Sir Thomas 
Williamson’s three-quarter million mem- 
bers these have been actually asked to 
pronounce twice in one ycear—because 
their first reply to the question was not 
to the liking of the leadership. 


All the other great unions, whichever way 
their votes have been cast, have discussed 
and registered their views on this matter. 


From the standpoint of democratic proce- 
dures the decision taken at Scarborough 
last week was by far the least unsatis- 
factory of all the decisions taken by the 
Labour Party Conference for very many 
years. 


duty of those who are members of the 
Parliamentary Committee and/or the NEC 
to remain loyal to their pledge to support 
the Constitution and policy of the Party, and 
to resign if they cannot conscientiously do 
so. 


Fifthly, those of us who are MPs must 
make it clear that we will vote as well as 
speak in the House in accordance with the 
policy for which we have campaigned so 
Jong and which has now become official 
Labour policy. We will fight those who 
oppose that policy, including not only the 
Tories and Liberals but also Mr. Gaitskell 
and his friends. 


Therefore those who wish to avert a 
civil war in the Parliamentary Party and to 
unite the majority on a constructive, real- 
istic policy consistent with Conference de- 
cisions, should join with the Left in elect- 
ing a leader and Parliamentary Committee 
who will be loyal to the constitution and 
policy of the Party. 


Persuade as many 
MPs as possible 


STEPHEN SWINGLER, MP 


THINK that there are three things 

to be done now. The first is to 
persuade as many MPs as possible to 
accept this great decision of the 
Labour Party Conference and to act 
on it. 

The second is to articulate it in Parlia- 
ment in the form of a demand for a great 
peace initiative by the British Government, 
and to fight and fight and fight again for 
this initiative to break the vicious circle of 
the arms race. And the third thing is to 
carry this national campaign for nuclear 
disarmament into every factory and field, 
every institute, guild, and club in the 
country, so as to arouse the most powerful 
public opinion to confirm the Scarborough 
decision and to extend its backing. 

Millions of people are still confused and 
uncertain about the way to peace. Backed 
now by the majority decision of a great 
party, we have got to go out and convert 
them to the spirit of the Aldermaston 
March. Let us welcome the challenge of a 
great national debate and conduct it with- 
out rancour but with courage and con- 
viction. 


It is now up to 


our leaders 


FRANK ALLAUN, MP 


{ REJOICE that Labour has decided 


in favour of unilateral nuclear dis- 
armament, as I am convinced this is 
the only way to stop the H-bomb race. 

Two and a half years ago, when six of 
us met weekly in a small committee room 
in the House of Commons to plan the first 
Aldermaston march, we wondered if we 
would get 50 lo go the whole distance. ff 
you had asked me then I'd have said it 
would have taken 20 years to secure a 
majority in the Labour Party. 

That majority of 300,000 votes will grow 
—for the same reason that unilateralism 
has already developed so fast. Because 
every revelation of how near the brink af 


FOR OUR 
POLICY —Zilliacus 


war our rulers are taking us will swell sup- 
port for this policy. This movement of 
opinion is not going to stop now. It will 
grow even faster. 


Labour is becoming what it was always 
intended to be: the Peace Party. It will 
attract to its ranks men and women who, 
while apathetic about other political issues, 
feel deeply on the issue of human survival. 

The more discussion the better. But it is 
now up to our leaders to carry out this 
policy. 

Because ours is a democratic movement 
T am confident that official spokesmen will 


in PN 


Next week 


There will be more contributions 
from unilateralist Members of Par- 
liament on their victory at the 
Labour Party Conference, 

Jack Shepherd will be writing 
about Shakespeare on _ television. 
Basil Delaine cables from Johannes- 
burg on the future of the South 
African republic, And we shall be 
marking the fifteenth birthday of the 
United Nations, 


have to do so. (Tribute must be paid to 
great trade unions which have been faithful 
to decisions taken by their annual confer- 
ences. That should go for the Labour 
Party leaders, too.) 


Hugh Gaitskell says he is going to fight 
for his point of view. He is perfectly en- 
titled to do so—as are all members of the 
Party. But it does seem to me that official 
spokesmen of a Party are morally bound 
to carry out conference decisions and cam- 
paign for them-—-or else give way to leaders 
who will. 

May I suggest the immediate next step ? 
The draft defence policy statement of the 
Labour Party Executive has been rejected. 
Therefore it is up to the executive to draft 
a new statement—-and that statement should 
be generally in line with the AEU and 
Transport Workers’ resolutions carried by 
conference. 


We can act confidently 


in Parliament 
FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


"THE Labour Party Conference deci- 
sion is a great step forward, but it 
is a beginning, not the end, 

The opponents of unilateralism will 
make a desperate effort to reverse the vote 
next year. We must therefore redouble our 
‘activity within the movement—in the wards, 
the Constituency Parties, Trade Union 
branches, Trades Councils, Co-operative 
organisations. 

Some Socialists have refrained from join- 
ing the Party because of its defence policy, 
or have resigned. I believe the Scar- 
borough decision will bring to the Party 
new moral forces, particularly among 
young people. Surely every unilateralist 
who is a socialist must now see that the 
Labour Party is the decisive sphere for 
activity. 

There are 60 Labour MPs who at the 
General Election pledged themselves to 
unilateral nuclear disarmament. We will, 
of course, consider the most effective action 
to take to reflect in Parliament the decision 
of annual conference and to inspire still 
further the dedicated service of all uni- 
lateralists in the movement. With the con- 
ference vote behind us we can act in Par- 
liament with confidence and challenge. 


More MPs comment next week. 
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